
FIGURE. Example Death Certificate with COVID-19 listed as a diagnosis along with 
chain-of-event and significant contributing conditions

Chain-of-event condition: 
Any ICD-10 code on the same line as or above 
the COVID-19 listing in Part I (i.e., leading to the 
cause of death) 

Significant contributing condition: 
Any ICD-10 code listed in Part II or below the 
COVID-19 listing in Part I or considered a 
significant contributing condition (excluding 
common chain-of-event conditions)

  Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes, hypertension

Modified from National Center for Health Statistics https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvss/vsrg/vsrg03-508.pdf 
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